



BENCH JOINER APPRENTICE FROM SCARBOROUGH WINS NATIONAL COMPETITION
-WILLIAM ELLIS NAMED SCREWFIX TRADE APPRENTICE 2017-

Crowned the 2017 Screwfix Trade Apprentice winner, local bench joiner, William Ellis, 19, from Scarborough, has seen off competition from across the UK and walked away with the Grand Prize – a £10,000 business bundle.

During the national final held at Google HQ in London (on April 21st), William competed in a series of tasks against nine other finalists. There, he had to impress a panel of judges and convince them that he was the best apprentice in the UK to win top spot.

Currently a fifth-year bench joiner apprentice for Peter Thompsons of York, William stood out for his passion for the trade, craftsmanship and commitment to furthering his skills, as well as his commitment to work towards his qualification at York College. 

William not only took home the title of Screwfix Trade Apprentice of the Year 2017, but he also received a £10,000 business and trade bundle which includes tools, work wear, funds for training, top-of-the-range laptop, tablet and the all-important winner’s trophy - everything he needs to get a kick-start in the industry.

William commented: “I was completely shocked when they announced that I had won the Screwfix Trade Apprentice competition!  Not only was I happy to have won the nationwide competition and receive the recognition, but I got to share this unforgettable moment with my dad, who encouraged me to pursue my dream and begin my bench joiner apprenticeship. The business bundle will enable me to continue with my studies, and I will also be able to get my hands on some new tools. I hope to be a real ambassador to others and highlight what a great job being in the trade is. This has been an amazing opportunity and is a brilliant step into launching my career!”

Now in its third year, the competition led by leading omni-channel retailer, Screwfix, aims to recognise and champion the best trade apprentices in the UK.

Graham Smith, Marketing Director of Screwfix, comments: “We believe supporting apprentices is crucial for the future of the trade. Our Trade Apprentice Competition is one way we do this. Not only does it allow us to champion rising stars, but it also provides a valuable opportunity to learn from the apprentices about how else we and the wider industry can best support them for the future. The competition reaches hundreds of apprentices and trainees who are at the start of their careers and encourages them to strive for excellence and achieve the very highest professional standards.

“William is a brilliant example of a young individual who is motivated to succeed as an independent future tradesman and I look forward to hearing about his future success.” 

The Screwfix Trade Apprentice award will return in 2018. For more information please visit www.facebook.com/SFApprentice 

Note to editors
About Screwfix:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Screwfix is part of Kingfisher plc, the international home improvement company, which operates nearly 1,200 stores in 10 countries in Europe, Russia and Turkey. For further information go to www.kingfisher.com.
Screwfix is convenient, straightforward and affordably-priced, helping its trade customers get the job done quickly, affordably and right first time. Tradespeople can shop 28,000 products over the phone, online, via their mobile or in-person from their local store. 
· From power tools and work wear to cables and pipe fittings, Screwfix offers over 11,000 products available for pick up from over 500 stores nationwide. A further range of over 16,000 products can be ordered over the phone, online or from a local store, with orders taken up until 7pm (weekdays) for next day delivery to home or site.
· Screwfix.com attracts 2.6 million unique visitors per week.
· The Screwfix Click & Collect service means customers can conveniently purchase supplies online or over the phone and then collect from the store in as little as one minute.
· Customers can call the UK-based Screwfix Contact Centre 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (including bank holidays) on 03330 112 112.
· UK stores are open 7 days a week, from 7am – 8pm Weekdays, 7am – 6pm Saturdays and 10am – 4pm Sundays.
· 9 out of 10 customers would recommend Screwfix to a friend.
· Screwfix was voted the 5th highest rated UK company for work-life balance by Glassdoor Employees' Choice Awards in 2016.
· Screwfix was awarded Glassdoor’s Best Places to Work in 2017.
· In 2016, Screwfix sales surpassed £1bn for the first time.
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