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SCOTT MANN MP FROM NORTH CORNWALL VISITS NEW SCREWFIX STORE
Leading trade supplier, Screwfix, was delighted to welcome local Member of Parliament Scott Mann to its new Launceston store on Thursday 16th February.
The new store, which opened in June is one of more than 60 new stores to have opened in 2016, with Screwfix being one of the fastest growing retail businesses in the UK. 

Screwfix employee over 9,000 people across the UK, the new Launceston store employed 14 people from the local area. Mr. Mann was given a tour of the new store where he met staff and customers 
Samuel Bickley, Branch Manager of the new store shared with Scott some of the feedback from its trade customers and some of the key issues, opportunities and challenges facing people in the trades in the local area.
Last year Screwfix launched their Tradesman Manifesto* which highlighted the desire of UK tradesmen and women to hire their own apprentices, and called upon the Government to support this increase in the trades. Many of the plumbers, electricians, builders, carpenters and other tradespeople questioned, had little or no experience of taking on apprentices with only a small percentage taking on an apprentice in the last year.  

In response to this, Screwfix alongside the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills launched a handy guide for tradespeople to pick up in store offering guidance and funding advice on how to go about hiring an apprentice. Scott was keen to learn more about how Screwfix were helping people in the trades hire apprentices. 
For one in three tradespeople, cost is the biggest barrier to taking on an apprentice and research shows more available funding would allow small businesses to hire and train the tradesmen and women of tomorrow. 
Samuel commented: “As a key supplier to the trade, we have a great relationship with our trade customers and can really help amplify their voice by getting their message across on visits like todays.

Many of our customers are busier than ever right now so it’s important we work closely with the wider industry and the Government to consider ways to help them and to encourage growth in their businesses.” 
Mr. Mann MP commented: “From builders and bricklayers to plumbers and electricians, tradespeople are the backbone of the economy and community, and Launceston is no exception. Tradesmen and women build our schools, hospitals, homes and businesses and play a vital role in our communities. 

It was great to visit the local Screwfix store and get a chance to discuss the priorities and the key issues facing tradespeople in the area. It was particularly interesting to discuss the importance of a skilled workforce and apprenticeships. The Government has set out its target to create 3 million new apprenticeships during this Parliament and it is clear that responsible companies like Screwfix will play a key role in this, through their apprentice guide and other initiatives. 

For more information on Screwfix visit www.screwfix.com or pop down to the new store which is located on Scarne Industrial Estate, Hurdon Road, Launceston, Cornwall, PL15 9DJ.
*Screwfix Tradesman Manifesto is a survey of more than 600 UK tradesmen undertaken to understand what is important to them and how they are reacting to the constantly changing economic and technological landscapes. It was submitted to the Chancellor in March 2015.
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About Screwfix:

Screwfix is part of Kingfisher plc, a home improvement company with over 1,100 stores in 10 countries in Europe, Russia and Turkey. For further information go to www.kingfisher.com.

Screwfix is recognised as being “where the trade buys”, offering a straightforward and transparently-priced retail experience that enables busy trade customers to shop 28,000 products over the phone, online, via their mobile or from their local store. 

· From power tools and work wear to cables and pipe fittings, more than 11,000 products are available to pick up from the national network of over 500 stores. A further range of over 16,000 products can be ordered over the phone, online or from a local store, with orders taken up until 7pm for next day delivery to home or site.

· Screwfix.com attracts 2.6 million unique visitors per week and the Screwfix Click & Collect service means customers can conveniently purchase supplies online (or over the phone) and then collect from store in as little as one minute.

· Customers can call the UK-based Screwfix Contact Centre 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (including bank holidays) on 03330 112 112.

· UK stores are open 7 days a week, from 7am – 8pm Weekdays, 7am – 6pm Saturdays and 10am – 4pm Sundays.

· 9 out of 10 customers would recommend Screwfix to a friend.

· Screwfix was voted the 5th highest rated UK company for work-life balance by Glassdoor Employees' Choice Awards 2016.

· Screwfix was publicly honoured as one of the Glassdoor Best Places
to Work 2017. 

Press information: For more information, please contact: 

Danielle Sweet, Screwfix Press Officer
Tel; 01935 441706
E; Danielle.sweet@screwfix.com 
