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SCREWFIX OPENS FOURTH DISTRIBUTION CENTRE 

TO SUPPORT EXPANDING STORE NETWORK

Multi-channel trade retailer Screwfix, part of Kingfisher plc, is expanding its distribution base to meet the needs of its growing store network by building a new warehouse in Prologis Park Fradley, near Lichfield.

Construction work on the 562,000 sq. ft. site, which is the size of seven football pitches, will commence in December 2016, creating 200 new jobs initially – rising to 700 over the next five years.
The new warehouse will join Screwfix’s other distribution and fulfilment centres in Prologis Park Stafford and Trentham to service the stock needs of its expanding store network, which currently totals 490 sites, with a new store opening each week.  The purpose-built site has been designed to meet Screwfix’s logistics infrastructure requirements needed to support its growth plan.   
Martin Lee, Supply Chain, Logistics and IT Director, Screwfix comments: “The decision to construct a warehouse near Lichfield was taken to ensure we have the logistics infrastructure to support the needs of our expanding business.  Adding one store per week to our network means we need to make sure we have the stock distribution in place to enable our busy trade customers to get what they want, when they need it from the nearest Screwfix, so they can get back to the job as quickly as possible.
“We will initially be recruiting 200 new warehouse colleagues and drivers and the number of roles required will grow to 700 to support its growth plan, representing a significant employment opportunity for the local community.”
Sustainability is at the centre of the warehouse’s design with use of the latest technology including solar PV panels, LED lighting and rainwater harvesting planned to ensure the environmental impact of the site is minimised.  

The new warehouse will be operated by Wincanton on behalf of Screwfix and recruitment for the new roles will begin in September 2017.
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Screwfix is part of Kingfisher plc, the international home improvement company, with over 1,100 stores in 10 countries in Europe, Russia and Turkey. For further information go to www.kingfisher.com.

Screwfix is recognised as being “where the trade buys”, offering a straightforward and transparently-priced retail experience that enables busy trade customers to shop 27,000 products over the phone, online, via their mobile or from their local store. 

· From power tools and work wear to cables and pipe fittings, more than 11,000 products are available to pick up from the national network of over 490 stores. A further range of over 16,000 products can be ordered over the phone, online or from a local store, with orders taken up until 7pm for next day delivery to home or site.

· Screwfix.com attracts 2.2 million unique visitors per week and the Screwfix Click & Collect service means customers can conveniently purchase supplies online (or over the phone) and then collect from store in as little as one minute.

· Customers can call the UK-based Screwfix Contact Centre 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (including bank holidays) on 03330 112 112.

· UK stores are open 7 days a week, from 7am – 8pm Weekdays, 7am – 6pm Saturdays and 10am – 4pm Sundays.

· 9 out of 10 customers would recommend Screwfix to a friend.

· Screwfix was voted the 5th highest rated UK company for work-life balance by Glassdoor Employees' Choice Awards 2016.

· Screwfix was publicly honoured as one of the Glassdoor Best Places
to Work 2017. 

