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WEYMOUTH APPRENTICE WINNER OF SCREWFIX NATIONAL COMPETITION!

Jack Martin named Screwfix Trade Apprentice 2018

Crowned the Screwfix Trade Apprentice winner 2018, Weymouth Electrotechnical Systems and Equipment apprentice, Jack Martin, has seen off competition from across the UK and walked away with the Grand Prize – a £10,000 business bundle and two VIP ‘Field Day’ tickets.

During the national final at Google HQ in London, Jack (19) competed in a series of tasks against nine other finalists. Impressing a panel of judges, Jack convinced them that he was the best apprentice in the UK to win the top spot. Jack stood out for his passion for the trade, foresight into the future and knowledge of how he will evolve to adapt to a changing industry.
Jack is currently working towards his Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Installing Electrotechnical Systems and Equipment at P&R Hurt College in Yeovil, whilst being employed by Tristan G Murless LTD. 
Jack not only took home the title of Screwfix Trade Apprentice of the Year 2018, but he also received a business and trade bundle worth £10,000, including a laptop with accessories, Screwfix products and funds for future training courses. This year Screwfix also partnered with the festival ‘Field Day’ to provide the worthy winner with two VIP ‘Field Day’ tickets as part of the prize.
Jack commented: “I am totally over the moon at winning Screwfix’s Trade Apprentice competition! The business bundle will enable me to continue with my studies and I hope to be a real ambassador to others, highlighting what a great job being in the trade is. Over the next 12 months I plan to complete my Level 3 qualification in Electrotechnical systems so that I have a good foundation of knowledge to start an NVQ! I’m also going to develop my CAD skills by going to night school courses. Winning Trade Apprentice has been amazing and I hope to work with Screwfix to make more students aware of careers in trades and going down the apprenticeship route!”

Now in its fourth year, the competition led by leading omni-channel retailer, Screwfix, aims to recognise and champion the best trade apprentices in the UK.

Caroline Welsh, Director of Brand and Marketing comments: “We believe supporting apprentices is crucial for the future of the trade. Not only does our Trade Apprentice Competition allow us to champion rising stars, but it also provides a valuable opportunity to learn from apprentices about how the wider industry can best support them in the future. The competition reaches hundreds of apprentices and trainees who are at the start of their careers and encourages them to strive for excellence and achieve the very highest professional standards.”
“We were impressed with Jack’s innovative ideas for the future of the industry, he is clearly an example of a motivated individual who will be an integral part of the electrical industry and a successful future tradesperson; I look forward to hearing about his future success!” 

The Screwfix Trade Apprentice award will return in 2019.
Note to editors

About Screwfix:

Screwfix is part of Kingfisher plc, the international home improvement company, with nearly 1,200 stores in 10 countries in Europe, Russia and Turkey. For further information go to www.kingfisher.com.

Screwfix is convenient, straightforward and affordably-priced, helping its trade customers get the job done quickly, affordably and right first time. Tradespeople can shop 30,000 products over the phone, online, via their mobile or in-person from their local store. 

· From power tools and work wear to cables and pipe fittings, Screwfix offers over 11,000 products available to pick up from over 570 stores nationwide. Our full range of over 30,000 products can be ordered over the phone, online or from a local store, with orders taken up until 8pm (weekdays) for next day delivery to home or site.

· Screwfix.com attracts 2.6 million unique visitors per week.

· The Screwfix Click & Collect service means customers can conveniently purchase supplies online or over the phone and then collect from the store in as little as one minute. 

· Customers can call the UK-based Screwfix Contact Centre 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (including bank holidays) on 03330 112 112.

· UK stores are open 7 days a week, from 7am – 8pm Weekdays, 7am – 6pm Saturdays and 9am – 4pm Sundays. Excludes selected stores. See www.screwfix.com/stores for details. 
· London stores are open from 6am – 10pm on weekdays
· In 2016, Screwfix sales surpassed £1bn for the first time
· World leading customer satisfaction levels.
· Screwfix was awarded Retail Week’s Customer Experience Initiative in 2017.

· Screwfix was awarded 2nd place in Retail Week’s Best Employer Rankings in 2017.

· Screwfix was awarded South West Contact Centre Forum’s Large Contact Centre of the Year Award in 2017. Screwfix was awarded Glassdoor’s Best Places to Work in 2017 and 2018.

· Screwfix was awarded Retail Week’s ‘Best Retailer over £250m’ and ‘Digital Pioneer’ awards in 2018
· For more information about Screwfix please visit our media centre: www.screwfixmedia.co.uk 
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